[Exoenzymes of dermatophytes isolated from acute and chronic tinea].
The presence of five enzymes (deoxyribonuclease, elastase, lipase, caseinase and hemolysin) in 76 strains of dermatophytes 47 of Trichophyton rubrum, 10 of T. mentagrophytes, five of T. tonsurans, 10 of Microsporum canis and four of Epidermophyton floccosum) isolated from 30 cases of acute dermatophytosis and from 46 chronic ones was determined by a qualitative plate assay; in the same way, the presence of these five enzymes with the acute and chronic dermatophytosis was correlated. It was observed that three of the enzymes were produced by the strains with a meaningful frequency; deoxyribonuclease was produced by 84.2% of the strains; elastase by 82.9%; and lipase by 65.8%. In T. rubrum the DNase was produced in 100% of strains. DNase and elastase were related to fungi which caused acute or chronic dermatophytosis in 93.3/78.2% and 96.6/74% respectively. On the other hand, lipase was present in 76% of strains, the ones that caused the chronic infections.